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ANNCR? 

A FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE F.B.I. AND TWO OF HIS TOP 
ASSISTANTS HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHOSE HOMES THEY 
SEARCHED ILLEGALLY IN AN ATTMPT TO GATHER EVIDENCE. CHRIS KERN 
HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

IN THE EARLY 1970'S, AT THE HIGH POINT OF PUBLIC OPPOSITION 
TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM, THE UNITED STATES SUFFERED A RARE OUTBREAK 
OF TERRORISM, THERE WAS A SERIES OF BOMBINGS =- INCLUDING ONE 
AT THE CAPITOL BUILDING IN WASHINGTON —- AND RUMORS OF MORE, AND 
MORE SERIOUS, TERROR INCIDENTS TO COME, MOST OF THE VIOLENCE WAS 
ATTRIBUTED TO A LOOSELY ORGANIZED GROUP KNOWN AS THE "WEATHER 
UNDERGROUND." AND IT WAS THE F.B.1.'S ATTEMPT TO TRACK DOWN 
MEMBERS OF THAT GROUP THAT HAS NOW RESULTED IN THE INDICTMENT OF 
FORMER F.B.1. DIRECTOR L. PATRICK GRAY AND TWO OF HIS TOP 
ASSISTANTS, 

THE INDICTMENT CHARGES MR. GRAY, ALONG WITH FORMER ASSOCIATE 
F.B.1. DIRECTOR MARK FELT AND COUNTERINTELLIGENCE SECTION CHIEF 
EDWARD MILLER, WITH CONSPIRING TO BREAK INTO THE HOMES OF 
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF SUSPECTED TERRORISTS. SUCH BURLARIES 
ARE PROHIBITED BY THE U.S. CONSTITUTION'S BAN ON "UNREASONABLE 
SEARCHES AND SEIZURES" BY THE GOVERNMENT. NORMALLY, THE ONLY 
TIME A POLICE OFFICER CAN USE FORCE TO ENTER A PRIVATE BUILDING 
IN THE UNITED STATES IS WHEN HE HAS FIRST RECEIVED A SEARCH 
WARRANT FROM A JUDGE. BUT THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT TO GET COURT 


PERMISSION FOR THE SEARCHES THE THREE FORMER F.B.I. OFFICIALS 
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ARE ACCUSED OF AUTHORIZING -- SEARCHES THAT WERE ALLEGEDLY 
CARRIED OUT BY F.B.1. AGENTS IN NEW YORK. 

ONE OF THOSE ACCUSED OF TAKING PART IN THE BREAK-INS IS 
FORMER F.B.1. AGENT JOHN KEARNEY. MR. KEARNEY WAS £ SUPERVISOR 
IN THE F.B.1."S NEW YORK FIELD OFFICE AT THE TIME THE SURGLARIES 
WERE ALLEGEDLY CARRIED OUT, AND WAS HIMSELF INDICTED LAST YEAR 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CURRENT INVESTIGATION, BUT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL GRIFFIN BELL HAS NOW HAD THE CHARGES AGAINST MR. KEARNEY 
OROPPED, EXPLAINING THAT HE FELT IT WAS WRONG TO PROSECUTE A LOW 
RANKING OFFICIAL FOR ACTIONS THAT WERE ORDERED BY THE F.B8.1.'S 
TOP MANAGEMENT. 

WHILE THAT POLICY APPARENTLY RULES OUT FURTHER CRIMINAL 
PROSECUTION OF AGENTS WHO TOOK PART IN THE BURGLARIES, MR. BELL 
HAS ASKED F.8.1,. DIRECTOR WILLIAM WEBSTER TO INSTITUTE 
ADMINISTRATIVE DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 63 AGENTS WHO 
ALLEGEDLY PARTICIPATED IN THE BURGLARY OPERATION. THE PENALTIES 
AT THE END OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS COULD RANGE FROM A 
LETTER OF CENSURE BEING PLACED IN AN AGENT'S PERSONNEL FILE TO 
OUTRIGHT DISMISSAL WITH LOSS OF PENSION. 

BUT FOR FORMER DIRECTOR GRAY AND HIS TWO ASSOCIATES, THE 
POTENTIAL PENALTIES ARE CONSIDERABLY MORE SEVERE. THE CHARGE 
OF CONSPERING TO DEPRIVE CITIZENS OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS IS 
PUNISHABLE BY UP TO TEN YEARS IN PRISON AND A FINE OF UP TO TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS. ALL THREE MEN DENY THE CHARGES. MR. GRAY SAYS 
HE "NEVER PARTICIPATED IN OR KNOWINGLY AUTHORIZED ILLEGAL 
CONDUCT" WHILE HE WAS AT THE F.B.1. MR. FELT AND M2. MILLER 
HAVE BOTH TOLD REPORTERS THAT THEY DID AUTHORIZE COVERT BREAK-INS, 
BUT BOTH DENY WRONGDOING AND BOTH EXPLAIN THAT THEY FELT THEY 
WERE ACTING IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE COUNTRY. 
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COPT) THIS IS THE FIRST TIME AN AMERICAN F,B.I. DIRECTOR 
HAS EVER BEEN INDICTED FOR A CRIME, AND IT'S JUST THE LATEST 
IN A SERIES OF CHARGES AGAINST PATRICK GRAY. MR. GRAY WAS 
APPOINTED ACTING F.8.1. DIRECTOR BY PRESIDENT NIXON AFTER THE 
DEATH OF J.EDGAR HOOVER IN 1972, BUT -- LIKE MR. NIXON HIMSELF -- 
MR. GRAY QUICKLY BECAME CAUGHT UP IN THE WATERGATE SCANDAL. HE 
WAS ACCUSED BY CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATORS OF COVERING UP THE 
CRIMES OF AGENTS OF THE NIXON CAMPAIGN FOR RE-ELECTION. WHEN 
HE ADMITTED THAT HE HAD SENT F.B.I. REPORTS ON THE WATERGATE 
INVESTIGATION TO THE WHITE HOUSE, HIS NOMINATION AS F.8.1. 
OIRECTOR WAS WITHDRAWN. NOT LONG AFTERWARDS, HE DISCLOSED THAT 
HE HAD ACTUALLY DESTROYED WATERGATE EVIDENCE AT THE REQUEST, HE 
CLAIMED, OF NIXON AIDE JOHN EHRILICHMAN. NO CRIMINAL CHARGES WERE 
FILED AGAINST MR. GRAY FOR THAT INCIDENT, BUT EHRICHMAN WAS TRIED 
AND CONVICTED FOR HIS ROLE IN WATERGATE CONSPIRACY. CEND OPT) 

-0- 


JS/RTD 


